FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT, 2002

CHAPTERI

PRELIMINARY

1. Shorttitle, extentand commencement.-

(1) This Actmay be called the Freedomof Information Act, 2002.

(2) It extendsto the whole of Indiaexceptthe State of Jammuand Kashmir.

(3) It shall comeinto force on suchdate as the Central Governmentmay, by notificationin the Official Gazette, appoint.
2. Definitions.4n this Act, unlessthe contextotherwiserequires,-

(a) "Appropriate Govemment'meansin relationto a public authority established, constituted, owned and substantially financed by funds
provideddirectly or indirectly or controlled-

(i) bytheCentral Govemment,the Central Government;
(i) bythe State Govemment, the State Government;
(i)  bythe Unionterritory, the Central Government,

(b) "competentauthority” means-

(i) the Speaker in the caseofthe Houseof the People or the Legislative Assembly andthe Chairmanin the caseofthe
Council of Statesor the Legislative Council;

(ii) the ChiefJusticeof Indiain the case of the SupremeCourt;
(iii) the ChiefJusticeof the High Courtin the caseof a High Court;
(iv) the Presidentor the Governor, as the case maybe, in the case of otherauthorities created by or underthe Constitution;
(v) the administratorappointedunderarticle 239 of the Constitution;
(c) "freedomof information"meanstherightto obtain informationfromany publicauthorityby meansof,-
(i)  inspection,takingof extractsand notes;
(i)  certified copiesof anyrecordsof such publicauthority;

(iii) diskettes, floppiesor in any otherelectronicmodeor throughprintouts where suchinformationis storedin a computeror in
anyotherdevice;

(d) "information" means any materialin anyform relating to the administration, operationsor decisionsof a public authority;

(e) "prescribed" meansprescribed by rules made under this Act by the appropriate Governmentor the competent authority, as
the casemaybe;

() "public authority" meansany authority or body established or constituted,-
(i) by orunderthe Constitution;

(i) by any law made by the appropriate Govemment,and includes any other body owned, controlled or
substantially financed by fundsprovideddirectly or indirectly by the appropriate Govemment;

(9) "PublicInformationOfficer' meansthe Public InformationOfficerappointed undersub-section(1) of section5;



(h) "record"includes-
(i) anydocument, manuscriptandfile;
(i) anymicrofilm, microficheand facsimile copyof a document;
(iii) any reproductionofimageorimagesembodiedin such microfim(whetherenlargedor not); and
(iv) anyothermaterial producedby a computeror by any otherdevice;

(i) "third party" means a personotherthanthe person making a requestfor informationandincludesa publicauthority.



