FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT, 2002

CHAPTER Il
MISCELLANEOUS

13. Protection of action taken in good faith.- No suit, prosecution or other legal proceeding shall lie against any person for anything whichis in
goodfaithdone or intendedto be doneunderthis Act or anyrule madethereunder.

14. Act to have overriding effect.-The provisions of this Act shall have effect notwithstanding anything inconsistent therewith containedin  the
Official Secrets Act, 1923 (19 of 1923), and any other law for the time being in force or in any instrumenthaving effect by virtue of any law
otherthanthis Act.

15. Barofjurisdictionof courts.No court shall entertainany suit, application or otherproceedingin respectofany order made underthis Actand
no suchordershall be calledin questionotherwisethan by way of an appeal underthis Act.

16. Actnotto applyto certainorganizations.-

(2) Nothing containedin  this Act shall apply to the inteligence and security organisations, specified in the Schedule, being
organisationsestablished by the Central Govemmentor any informationfurnishedby suchorganisationsto that Government.

(2) The Central Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, amend the Schedule by including therein any other
intelligence or security organisation establishedby that Govemmentor omitting therefromany organisation already specifiedtheren
andon the publication of such notification, such organisationshall be deemed to be includedin or, as the case may be, omitted
from the Schedule.

(3) Every notification issuedundersub-section(2) shall be laid before each Houseof Parliament.

(4) Nothing containedin this Act shall apply to suchintelligenceand security organisations whichmay be specified, by a notification in the
Official Gazette, by a State Governmentfromtimeto time.

(5) Every notification issuedundersub-section(4) shall be laid beforethe State Legislature.
17. Power to make rulesby Central Govermment.-
(1) The Central Govemmentmay, by notificationin the Official Gazette, makerulesto carry out the provisionsof this Act.

(2) In particular, and without prejudiceto the generality of the foregoing power, such rules may provideforall or any of the following
matters, namely:-

(a) intervalsat whichmattersreferredto in sub-clauses(i) to (vi) of clause (b) of section4 shall be published,;
(b) the fee payableunder sub-section(1) of section7;
(c) the authority before whomanappeal may be preferred undersub-section(1) of section12;

(d) any other matterwhichis requiredto be, or maybe, prescribed.

18. Powerto makerulesby State Government.-
(1) The State Govemmentmay, by notificationin the Official Gazette, makerulesto carry out the provisionsof this Act.

(2) In particular, and without prejudiceto the generality of the foregoing power, such rules may provideforall or any of the following
matters, namely:-

(a) the fee payableundersub-section(1) of section 7;
(b) the authority before whoman appeal may be preferred undersubsection (1) of section12;

(c) any othermatterwhichis requiredto be, or maybe, prescribed:



Provided that initially the rulesshallbe made by the Central Govemmentby notificationin the Official Gazette.
19. Rule making powerby competent authority.-
(1) The competentauthority may, by notificationin the Official Gazette, makerulesto carryout the provisionsof this Act.

(2) In particular, and without prejudiceto the generality of the foregoing power, such rules may provideforall or any of the following
matters, namely:-

(a) the fee payableunder subsection(1) of section7;
(b) the authority before whoman appeal may be preferred undersubsection(1) of section12;

(c)any othermatterwhichis requiredto be, or maybe, prescribed.

20. Laying ofrules.-

(1) Every rule made by the Central Governmentunder this Act shall be laid, as soon as may be afterit is made, before each House of
Parliament, while it is in session, for a total period of thirty days which may be comprisedin one sessionor in two or more successive
sessions, and if, beforethe expiry of the sessionimmediately following the session or the successive sessionsaforesaid, both Houses
agree in makingany modificationin the rule or both Houses agree that the rule should not be made, the rule shallthereafter have effect
only in such modified form or be of no effect,as the case may be; so, however,thatany such modification or annulment shall be
withoutprejudiceto the validity of anythingpreviouslydoneunderthatrule.

(2) Every rule madeunderthis Actby a State Govemment shall belaid, as soon as maybe afteritis notified, before the StateLegislature.
21. Power to removedifficulties.-

(2) If anydifficulty arises in giving effect to the provisionsof this Act, the Central Government

may, by order publishedin the Official Gazette, make such provisions notinconsistentwith the provisionsof this Actsappearto it to be necessary
or expedient for removal of the difficulty:

Providedthat no suchorder shall be madeafter the expiry of a period of two yearsfromthe date of the commencementof this Act.

(2) Everyordermadeunderthis sectionshall, as soonas maybe afterit is made, be laid before each House of Parliament.



